Fourth, the editorial team will apply to you, our authors, to submit more of your papers to the Journal. By assuring reviews of substance, a short turnaround time, and a strong impact factor, we will make the Journal even more attractive as the place for your best work. We will apply several strategies to this objective.
The preceding lists some procedural issues of concern. In addition, I would like to raise some academic issues. My primary vision is that our journals should be more than a place to publish and discuss physiological science among physiologists. Our journals should also be a tool for restoring the glory of (and funding for) physiology as a scientific discipline. NIH, and indeed also Congress, is currently all about "Translation." Read: applied. Physiological research is the essential link between genes and clinical care: applying genetic and genomic knowledge via physiological models and methods to understand the genetic and environmental basis of health and disease is my definition of translation. Physiology cannot therefore be ignored if the promise of the past three decades is to be realized. The genomic revolution has inadvertently applied pressure to push physiology, and our journals, back into scientific center stage. No matter that some call it Systems Biology. We will solicit research papers that apply genomic and environmental basic science to understand physiological and clinical problems. We will solicit occasional reviews that apply known physiology to important clinical problems with the goal of providing physiological information to health sciences practitioners that they can apply in their clinical duties. This could be one reincarnation of the "APS Physiology in Medicine" series that appeared in the Annals of Internal Medicine. Now is the time to drive home the importance of physiology well beyond the physiological community. That is what I mean by using the Journal as a tool, not just a place to publish. My vision is to disseminate interesting and important physiological research both up and down the food chain: to apply that knowledge outside the physiological community. We will inform both Congress and NIH (and other major funding agencies) when significant physiological breakthroughs are published via short lay summaries focusing on significancepotential applications-of the findings. We will target undergraduate and high school student and teacher populations in a similar manner, but for different reasons-to excite students to apply to physiological programs of study as they grow. There is no better or more important opportunity to promote physiology than now and by applying the technological results of the revolution in electronic communication to our publications, we should be able to do it. So I think the word "applied" is actually a great choice for our Journal name at this time in history. Even if you still have doubts, of one thing you can be sure-the editorial team and I will certainly apply ourselves to making the Journal even better than it is now.
